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CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 0730 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS PE 

SUB J : ARMS LIMITATION UNDER AYACUCHO DECLARATION 

REF: (A) STATE 15196, (B) 77 LIMA 11210 (NOTAL), (C) 77 LIMA 7623 
(NOTAL), (D) LIMA 0024 (NOTAL) 

1 . RE PARA 4 REF A, EMBASSY APPROACHES TO FOREIGN MINISTRY IN 
LAST COUPLE OF MONTHS (REFS B & C) ELICITED RATHER POSITIVE 
RESPONSES TO POSSIBILITY OF ARMS CONTROL INITIATIVES AND 
RESURRECTION OF AYACUCHO DECLARATION. THERE IS EVIDENTLY A 
RENEWED INTEREST IN THE GOP IN REGIONAL ARMS CONTROL EFFORT, 
PROBABLY BECAUSE PERU'S ARMS MODERNIZATION PROGRAM IS VIRTUALLY 
COMPLETE AND THERE WILL BE LITTLE FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR MORE ARMS 
PURCHASES ANYWAY. FOREIGN MINISTER HAS ARGUED, AND WE BELIEVE 
RIGHTLY SO, THAT REGIONAL INITIATIVE WOULD BEST COME FROM ANOTHER 
COUNTRY BESIDES PERU BECAUSE OF ITS CREDIBILITY PROBLEM IN THE 
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WAKE OF ITS HEAVY ARMS BUILDUP; COLOMBIA HAS BEEN SUGGESTED AS 
POSSIBLE CANDIDATE TO LAUNCH SUCH AN INITIATIVE, PERHAPS AT THE 
NEXT MEETING OF THE ANDEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS, TO WHICH CHILE 
COULD ALSO BE INVITED (REF B). 

2. CONCERNING THE ROLES THAT OTHER NONSIGNATORY STATES OR 
ORGANIZATIONS MIGHT PLAY, OUR RECENT CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY ON THE CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFER RESTRAINT 
ISSUE IN THE SSOD (REF D)HWOULD SUGGEST THAT GOP WOULD PREFER 
SUCH A CONFERENCE TO BE OF A MANAGEABLE SIZE AND LIMITED LARGELY 
TO PARTIES DIRECTLY INTERESTED, I.E., THE ANDEAN STATES. IN 
THIS REGARD, DEPARTMENT AND U.S. MISSIONS IN ANDEAN COUNTRIES 
MAY WISH TO CONSIDER EXISTING MECHANISM IN THE FORM OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE ON MILITARY EXPENDITURES ESTABLISHED IN WAKE 
OF AYACUCHO AGREEMENT (77 STATE 191570 NOTAL) AND ABOUT WHICH WE 
HAVE REPORTED PREVIOUSLY (77 LIMA 7109 NOTAL). THIS GROUP. 

WHICH IS SUPPOSED TO MEET NEXT AT UNSPECIFIED DATE IN BOLIVIA, 

HAS BEEN DISCUSSING FORMULAS FOR BUDGET COMPARABILITY IN ARMS 
EXPENDITURES AND, ACCORDING TO A PERUVIAN PARTICIPANT, HAS 
ADVANCED FURTHER IN THIS AREA THAN SIMILAR EFFORTS UNDERWAY IN 
UN. WE WILL REPORT ON REGIONAL EFFORTS AS INFORMATION 
BECOMES AVAILABLE TO US. 

3. AS TO ROLE OF U.S., GOP PROBABLY WOULD NOT OBJECT TO 
DISCREET U.S. INTEREST AND PERHAPS INFORMAL PARTICIPATION AS 
ONE OF THE MAJOR ARMS SUPPLIERS TO THE REGION. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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